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Recreation and Leisure on the Chesterfield Canal

History

The Chesterfield Canal was a
bold and imaginative product of
the early years of the Industrial
Revolution. The prime purpose
was to take Derbyshire's coals
to new markets, but many
other cargoes were carried. The
original surveys were carried
out by the celebrated engineer
James Brindley, and the canal
was opened throughout on
June 4th 1777, For its time it
was a magnificent engineering
achievement, including the 2880
yard Norwood Tunnel, and at Thorpe Salvin one of the earliest
examples of a large staircase of locks.

Walking

While there still remains some ten miles of canal to be restored
to navigation, the towing path, known as the Cuckoo Way, is
available to walkers throughout its 46 mile length. The Cuckoo
Way is named after the unique vessels which folklore has it were
known as “Cuckoos”, and which plied the Chesterfield Canal (the
“Cuckoo Dyke"), in commercial days. The "Cuckoo” name had its
origins in the 18th century when the river boatmen on the Trent
used it to describe the canal boats, odd-looking to their eyes, which

had suddenly appeared in their midst. In 1999
the Ordnance Survey officially
adopted the "Cuckoo Way" title

and it will now appear on 0S
maps as they are revised.

Horse drawn wooden narrow
boats traded until the 1950s

The Cuckoo Way forms a vital
east-west link between the
Trent Valley Way and the Trans-

Pennine Trail.

Not all of the footpath in

Nottinghamshire and Rotherham is a public
right of way, and walkers must be prepared to take the condition of
the path “as found". Walkers will find difficulty in tracing the route
across the top of the Norwood Tunnel, and through Killamarsh,
where the canal has been extensively built over. Information sheets
explaining these routes in detail are available from the Canal Trust.
From time to time other reclamation works, where the canal is
being restored to navigation, may result in diversions.

The canal became a successful artery of trade through
Derbyshire, South Yorkshire and Nottinghamshire. After a century
in operation, the railways developed and boat traffic began to
decline. The canal gradually deteriorated, and in 1907 the final
collapse of part of the Norwood Tunnel isolated the Derbyshire
section. Small cargoes of purely local traffic, horse-drawn until the
end, struggled on for many years, the last commercial carrying in
Nottinghamshire finishing in the 1950s.

At that time the 26 miles between West Stockwith and
Worksop were barely navigable. As a result of strenuous
campaigning by the members of the Retford and Worksop Boat
Club this section was saved for leisure use,

Restoration :

In July 2003 the navigable
section in British Waterways'
ownership was extended
into Rotherham as far as the
eastern portal of Norwood
Tunnel, allowing boats to reach
here from the River Trent.
Discussions continue to identify
the funding that will allow
navigation to be extended to a
temporary terminus a mile further west
in the former Kiveton Park Colliery site.

Shireoaks Locks

Walkers must always be guided by the notices advertising
diversions, and not be tempted to take short cuts.

The Chesterfield Canal Partnership has begun the publication of
a series of short circular walk leaflets along the Chesterfield Canal,
which are available from Tapton Lock Visitor Centre. As the length
of the canal is well served by public transport, it is often possible to
walk a length of canal and take the bus or train back. Many public
rights of way intersect with the canal towpath, some of which can
provide access to a variety of short circular walks for all the family,
using the canal as one leg.

Building Dixon’s Lock No O%O—m:m

4 at Brimington

Cydling is permitted on limited sections of the canal towing
path, between Shireoaks and Manton in Nottinghamshire (contact
British Waterways for details) and Chesterfield to Staveley in
Derbyshire (contact Tapton Lock Visitor Centre for details). The
Derbyshire section is the start of the southern link of the Trans-
Pennine Trail, a multi-user route between Liverpool and Hull.

In Derbyshire the isolated five mile section between Chesterfield
and Staveley was opened to navigation in 2002,
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Boating

Boats are permitted on the
canal between West Stockwith
and the Norwood Tunnel, for
which a licence is required
(contact British Waterways for
details). In Derbyshire contact
the Tapton Lock Visitor Centre
for details of availability.

Holiday narrowboats on the canal in Nottinghamshire
can be hired from the Chesterfield Canal Boat Company, based at
West Stockwith. Tel: 01522 514774.

Fishing
Fishing is encouraged on the canal in Nottinghamshire, and
the rights are held by various angling associations. Contact British

Waterways for details. Details of fishing availability on certain
sections of the canal in Derbyshire may be had from
Tapton Lock Visitor Centre.

Wildlife

ishing on the newly
ored canal at Rhodesia

The canal is a haven for wildlife.
Rabbits, hares, foxes, squirrels,
stoats, weasels and grass snakes
live in adjoining fields; water voles,
toads, frogs and smooth newts
live in the canal itself together with
I “ mussels and valve snails. Bats can
be seen near Drakeholes Tunnel and
Misterton. Dragonflies, vivid blue damsel flies
and butterflies such as red admiral, orange-
tip, peacock and small tortoiseshell abound. Birds
o .....\\\‘. such as moorhens, coots, ducks, mute swans, herons,
i dabchicks and kingfishers can often be seen where the
canal is in water.
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