Route guide to the Cuckoo Way - the former towing path of the Chesterfield Canal from the A618 Mansfield Road Killamarsh , to Station Road, Killamarsh. 
Walking towards Chesterfield from Worksop. 
This is a section of the Chesterfield Canal which has been extensively infilled and built over. However, all is not lost - the engineers of the Chesterfield Canal Trust have surveyed several routes around the obstructions in Killamarsh to ensure that in future full length narrowboats can once more navigate this historic route.

Wherever possible the recommended route today follows the original towing path through Killamarsh, but several diversions are necessary through the housing estates where the canal has been built over.

For walkers continuing the walk over the tunnel top and through Killamarsh, this section begins at the A618 beside the Angel Inn. For those commencing the walk here arriving by car, park beside the canal on Bailey Drive in the Norwood Industrial Estate, not far from the entrance to the Rother Valley Country Park, and walk the short distance back to the A618 along the towing path. Take care not to obstruct vehicle entrances when parking. The A618 is a significant obstruction to navigation, as it has been lowered across the canal and will need raising again to provide the necessary headroom. 

Walk away from this busy road towards Killamarsh with the bed of the canal on your left and immediately you come to Norwood Colliery Wharf, rebuilt by North East Derbyshire District Council. This served the Norwood Colliery, which occupied the site now housing the Norwood Industrial Estate, through which the canal now passes. The houses you see across the field to the left you will soon pass by as the route winds round this spur overlooking the lakes of the Rother Valley Country Park below you to the right. It is down this hillside that one possible route for the restored canal may pass, to avoid the obstructions ahead.

Soon the canal bed disappears under the extended gardens of the houses on Primrose Lane, and Sheffield Road appears ahead. You can clearly see the stone parapet and the top of the bridge hole through which the canal once passed, and in the garden you can just about make out the stone copings of Belk Lane Lock, now infilled, the last lock until Hollingwood Lock six miles away. The canal now follows the Rother Valley right into Chesterfield.

Cross the busy Sheffield Road, taking care here as traffic travels very fast in both directions, and noting the Cuckoo Way signs, (West Stockwith 34.5 miles, Chesterfield 11.5 miles), and descend the steps on the far side. At the bottom, looking back, you can once again just make out the top of the arch through which the boats passed. The path here crosses the former bed of the canal. Follow the path behind the houses - the course of the canal is now on your left up the bank behind the hedge. Ignore the first access on your right into Pingle Road and continue along the path behind the houses until the path ends and opens out into a small parking area on Pingle Road. Turn left along Pingle Road to the end and take the passage between 26 and 28. At the end bear left and take the passage between 40 and 44 Valley Road.

Here you regain the original towing path below the church, with the bed of the canal under the garden on your left, then through the short passage between the rear of 67 and 69 Nethermoor Lane, cross Nethermoor Lane and emerge between 20 and 22 Kirkcroft Avenue.

Walk ahead along Kirkcroft Avenue to the end where you join the playing field. Turn left and regain the line of the canal which skirts the top edge of the field. Follow the path along the level green corridor until you reach Bridge Street, where Groundwork Creswell has carried out a small landscape improvement.Bridge Street is another obstruction. Here it is possible that the original canal bridge is incorporated into the present structure. To your right is the Navigation Inn, a modern inn on the site of a much older hostelry with strong canal connections. Crossing Bridge Street (note the Cuckoo Way signs) the stone building on the left is an old canal warehouse, and for a while the canal bed is apparent to your left. Just before you pass through a wooden gate note the narrows and stop plank grooves which are often covered by undergrowth in the canal bed on your left. From here the canal has been landscaped, but the towing path takes you across the grassed area.

Keep a level path with the hedge to your right and the new houses on your left until you come to Walford Road.

Cross Walford Road and once again pick up the canal bed and follow it as it winds along the contour, passing under a disused railway bridge. the track at the top of Station Road is reached beside the new bungalow which is number 85 Station Road. To your left you can see the stone parapets of a bridge. The Chesterfield Canal passed beneath this. 

For those with an interest in antiques, bric a brac and memorabilia, a short diversion down Station Road to the former Killamarsh Station building, now a junk emporium, is well worth a visit. The railway line which once served this station is now owned by Derbyshire County Council and forms the Staveley-Beighton Trail for walkers, cyclists and horse riders, eventually to form a link from Chesterfield to the Trans Pennine Trail from Liverpool to Hull and eventually Istanbul! 

Cross Station Road and take the narrow path opposite to the left of the wooden seat, beside the Cuckoo Way sign. You are once again following the towing path. The canal is to your left and massively overfilled. From this next section is another possible point of departure for one of the routes by which the canal can bypass the obstructions in Killamarsh, by dropping down here to the valley floor. Continue walking and you reach a recently-restored section, and can now follow the towing path easily to Chesterfield.

Please report any proposed modifications to this route guide to David Blackburn on 01246 417984 or by email to davidblackburn@onetel.net.uk
